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The reproachful comment has been made by some writers that the Cubanleaders started the

revolution at that date, February 24, 1895, in orderto defeat the beneficent designs of Spain in

granting autonomy to theisland, and that if they had not done so, the Abarzuza law would havebeen

generally accepted and successfully applied, and Cuba would haveremained a colony of Spain,

contented, loyal and prosperous. For thisstrange theory there is no good foundation. It had been

made perfectlyclear for more than two years preceding that no such arrangement--indeed,that

nothing short of complete separation from Spain--would satisfy theCuban people. Moreover,

preparations had been copiously made for therevolution, long before the passage of this measure.

Cubans in theUnited States, of whom there were many, had contributed freely of theirmeans for the

purchase of arms and ammunition.
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